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Acknowledgments 

1 . The Examiner for this application has changed with effect from November 1 5 th , 
2007. Please indicate Examiner Sanjeev Malhotra as the examiner of record in all 
future correspondence. 

DETAILED ACTION 

2. This is the Final Office Action in response to the Amendment, Remarks/ 
Arguments filed by the Applicant on August 6 th , 2007 for its application titled: 
"Remittance Payment Processing with Account Scheming and/or Validation". 

Of the previously pending Claims 46-76, Claims 52-53 and 67-68 have been 
cancelled, and Claims 46, 54-55, 61, 69-70 and 76 have been amended. Thus, Claims 
46-51, 54-66, 69-76 are currently pending in this application. 

Priority Claim 

3. The Applicants have failed to address their priority date claim per 35 USC 120 and/or 37 
CFR 1 .78 in their response filed on August 6, 2007. As noted in the Non-Final Rejection mailed 
out on April 5 th , 2007, the Applicants are hereby reminded to amend their Specification to claim 
the correct priority date. The Applicants submission of August 6 th , 2007 is NOT fully responsive 
to the Office Action of April 5 th , 2007, and the current Examiner considers it a genuine oversight 
on part of the Applicants and thus grants them additional time to correct their priority date claim. 
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As a ready reference, the paragraph from April 5 th , 2007 Office Action is described 

below: 

"This application discloses and claims only subject matter disclosed in prior Application 
No. 08-994,047, filed 12/19/1997 and names an inventor or inventors named in the prior 
application. Accordingly, this application may constitute a continuation or division. Should 
applicant desire to obtain the benefit of the filing date of the prior application, attention is 
directed to 35 U.S.C. 120 and 37 CFR 1.78." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 46-51, 54-66, 69-76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 6,31 1,170 issued to Mark C. Embrey claiming priority from December 4, 1996 
and titled: "Method and Apparatus for Making Payments and Delivering Payment Information" 
(hereinafter "Embrey"). 

Re claim 46, 76 & 61: Embrey discloses: 

A method and system, comprising: 
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Receiving a customer account number associated with a payor and a payee (Embrey, 
Figure 4, item 82) 

Selecting at least one alteration rule associated with the payee (Embrey column 3, lines 

34-41) 

Altering the customer account number to a modified consumer account number, based on 
the at least one alteration rule associated with the payee, and wherein altering the consumer 
account number to a modified consumer account number includes inserting a character string at 
a particular position in the consumer account number to create the modified consumer account 
number (Embrey, Figure 4, item 13 and column 8, lines 43-59) 

Transmitting the modified consumer account number to the payee (Embrey Figure 4, 
item 19) 

Re claim 47 & 62: Embrey discloses: 

Includes transmitting payment information to the payee (Embrey, Figure 4, item 19) 
Re claim 48 & 63: Embrey discloses: 

One alteration rule identifies an expected account number format required by the payee 
(Embrey, Figure 33, item 1615) 

Re claim 49 & 64: Embrey discloses: 

One alteration rule is associated with a plurality of payees (Embrey, Figure 32, 2 payee) 
Re claim 50 & 65: Embrey discloses: 

Consumer account number is received as part of a payment record (Embrey, Figure 4, 
item 18) 

Re claim 51 & 66: Embrey discloses: 
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Payment record is one of a plurality of payment records received in a batch (Embrey 
Figure 4, item 18) 

Re claim 54 & 69: Embrey discloses: 

Character string is comprised of numeric characters, non-numeric characters, or a 
combination of numeric characters and non-numeric characters. (Embrey, column 8, line 43- 
59) 

Re claim 55 & 70: Embrey discloses: 

The character string includes a portion of payor's name, address, zip code or defined 
character string (Embrey, Figure 7) 

Re claim 56 & 71: Embrey discloses: 

Receive zip code and locate payee on merchant database (Embrey, column 7) 
Re claim 57 & 72: Embrey discloses: 

Validating the consumer account number (Embrey, Figure 4, item 13) 
Re claim 58 & 73: Embrey discloses: 

Verifying account number includes necessary information (Embrey, Figure 4, item 13) 
Re claim 59 & 74: Embrey discloses: 

Verifying account number with identification template (Embrey, Figure 4, item 13) 
Re claim 60 & 75: Embrey discloses: 

Alteration rules is accosted with validation template (Embrey, Figure 4, item 13) 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's REMARKS and Arguments dated August 6 th , 2007 with respect to 
Claims 46-51, 54-66, 69-76 have been considered, but they are not persuasive. 

In the last Office Action mailed on April 5 th , 2007, the Examiner of record 
put forth the arguments for rejection of Claims 46-76; and current Examiner 
maintains the argument of the previous examiner(s), and disagrees with the 
arguments submitted. Further, the current Examiner clarifies that the current 
amendments were mainly the cancelled dependent claims (52-53 and 67-68) that 
were rejected before and now have been rolled into the independent claims to 
amend them. Thus, the Applicants argument about Embrey's teachings is not 
persuasive, as the amendments had been rejected before as dependent claims. 

Further, the Examiner clarifies that Embrey's teaching include payment 
information sent to payees as described in Column 3, lines 34-41 that the 
Applicants may have missed by stopping their review at line 33 as stated in their 
arguments: "According to the Office Action mailed on April 5, 2007, Claims 46- 
76 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,311,170 to Embrey ("Embrey'). As disclosed in Embrey, a service 
provider makes payments, on behalf of the plurality of payor entities, to a plurality 
of payee entities where a trusted intermediary financial institution periodically 
receives payment information and payment authorization from the plurality of 
payor entities. (See Embrey, Abstract). The trusted intermediary financial 
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institution automatically transfers funds to the service provider in amounts 
consistent with payment information that includes (1) an identification of each of 
the plurality of payee entities; (2) an identification of payment amounts for each 
of the plurality of payee entities; (3) a payment record identifier (also referred to 
as a "virtual check number") which is uniquely associated with each payment; 
and (4) a character string, known as an "authorization code", which is uniquely 
associated with each payment record identifier. (See Embrey, Abstract; Col. 3, 
lines 10-33; Col. 8, lines 43-59)." Further, the Applicants are informed that the 
references cited in the rejection of claims must be read in entirety as other 
passages and drawings may also apply. 

Additionally, the current Examiner has carefully searched the Specification 
for the description of "the alteration rules" as submitted by the Applicants and 
have found the following: "The alteration rules can specify a wide variety of 
formats and may be realized as templates specifying fields or values, or as 
instructions for combining information from different fields. Typically, an altered 
account number is formed by combining the account number with some part of 
payment information or other information related to the payee. For example, the 
altered account number may include a portion of the payor's name, a portion of 
the payor's address, or a portion of the payor's zip code combined with the 
account number." Embrey's teachings state in part of Column 3, lines 34-41 : 
"The payment information includes at least (1) an identification of each of the 
plurality of payee entities, (2) an identification of payment amounts for each of 
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the plurality of payee entities; and (3) a payment record identifier which is 
uniquely associated with each payment amount such as a "virtual check 
number".", and this unique record identifier is consistent with "the alteration rules" 
described by the Applicants in their Specification. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed 
within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sanjeev Malhotra whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7292. The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible schedule. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

8. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully 
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consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed 
by the examiner. 



SM 

December 4, 2007 



